386                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

CHAP. VII.

Seeing, as the magicians pretend, they do not deal
with the Devil, or raise the Devil, ivho it is they
do deal with, how is their correspondence managed,
and why do they deal with good spirits, by con-
jurings and the black art ?

THERE remain but two questions then, which, have
any difficulty in them, to speak to in this affair of
magic; the first is the natural consequence of what
is said before; if the magician cannot raise the
Devil, who and what it is he does raise? for we
will have it that he has spirits about him: if they
are not evil spirits, as he will assert in his own
defence, what spirits are they, and by what power
or influence does he maintain such a correspond-
ence among the intelligent beings of the invisible
world, as to procure those superior angelic crea-
tures to appear upon earth, either at his request,
or upon such occasions as he represents to them ?

There is too much difficulty, I had almost said
absurdity, in this part, for us to come into it, as the
magicians pretend to desire; they would have us
believe that all they do is by the aid and assistance
of these happy intelligent beings, that they, upon
the mere principle of affection to mankind, and
merely from their beneficent nature and disposi-
tion, are ready at all times to assist their faithful
agent or servant the magician, in doing acts of
charity, kindness and benevolence, to their fellow-
creatures.

It is true the magician by this puts a great com-
pliment upon himself, and suggests that he is him-